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May  31,  190  6. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Jo¬ 
liet  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen: — -I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  thirty-first  annual  report 
of  the  public  library  under  your 
charge  for  the  year  ending  May  31st, 
1906. 

June  21,  1905,  there  were  23,900 
books  in  the  library.  During  the  year 
there  have  been  added  2,469  vol¬ 
umes,  of  which  1,110  were  pur¬ 
chased,  175.  from  binding  of  period¬ 
icals,  and  1,184  were  gifts. 

Twenty-seven  books  have  been 
lost;  496  have  been  worn  out  and  7  4 
have  been  withdrawn,  leaving  the  net 
gain  for  the  year  1,87  2,  and  making 
a  total  of  25,772  volumes  in  the  li¬ 
brary. 

Among  the  most  notable  additions 
are: 

Complete  set  of  Century  Maga¬ 
zines. 

Encyclopedia  Britannica,  ninth  edi¬ 
tion,  24  volumes  with  index. 

Cyclopedia  of  Social  Reforms — 
Bliss. 

Cyclopedia  of  Fraternities — Stev¬ 
ens. 

Rebellion  Record,  nine  volumes — 
Moore. 

Irish  Literature,  ten  volumes — 
Justin  McCarthy. 

Diamond  Mines  of  South  Africa, 
two  volumes — G.  F.  Williams. 

Dictionary  of  Classical  Quotations 
— Harbottle. 

Index  to  Poetry  and  Recitations — 
Granger. 

Poole’s  Index  to  Periodical  Liter¬ 
ature. 

International  Library  of  Technol¬ 
ogy,  which,  when  completed,  will 
consist  of  seventy-five  volumes. 

Circulation. 

The  library  was  open  for  the  cir- 
culaion  of  books  305  days;  the  total 
number  of  books  taken  was  130,973, 
an  increase  of  9,829  over  last  year. 
The  largest  issue  of  any  one  day  was 
1,016  volumes,  given  out  March  10, 
and  the  smallest  issue  Sept.  14,  when 
only  60  books  were  drawn. 

The  approximate  circulation  in  the 
reference  room  was  17,223,  which  is 
very  much  below  the  actual  circula¬ 
tion. _ 


From  time  to  time  during  the  year, 
several  books  of  a  given  class  have 
been  placed  in  the  study  for  the  use 
of  study  clubs,  the  training  class  in 
connection  with  the  public  schools, 
and  the  grade  teachers.  If  a  record  of 
the  use  of  these  books  could  be  kept, 
the  record  of  reference  books  would 
be  very  materially  increased. 

Much  special  reference  work  was 
done  during  the  year  by  the  different 
members  of  the  library  staff.  This 
work  falls  into  two  general  classes, 
that  with  pupils  from  the  various 
schools  and  that  with  the  general 
public. 

The  work  with  pupils  is  chiefly 
along  the  lines  of  history,  English,  1 
biography  and  finding  material  for 
debates.  This  latter  work  is  now 
looked  after  by  Miss  Davison,  who  is 
a  great  help  to  the  high  school  young 
people.  Reference  work  for  the  gen¬ 
eral  public  varies  so  as  not  to  be  eas¬ 
ily  classified.  It  ranges  from  look¬ 
ing  up  definite  subjects  for  study 
classes  and  individuals,  finding  hints 
for  speeches  and  addresses,  citing 
authorities  for  every  possible  sub¬ 
ject,  to  giving  aid  to  the  ambitious 
ones  who  work  out  the  prize  offers 
of  newspapers  and  enterprising  piano 
firms.  It  is  to  the  credit  of  the  force  , 
that  engineers  are  rarely  sent  away 
not  satisfied  with  the  help  they  have 
received. 

No  attempt  is  made  to  keep  a  rec¬ 
ord  of  the  use  of  the  periodicals  in 
the  reading  room.  During  the  past 
year  there  have  been  on  file  eight 
dailies,  twenty-seven  weeklies,  forty- 
nine  monthlies  and  four  quarterlies. 
Of  these,  sixteen  are  gifts.  Besides 
these,  the  reading  room  is  supplied 
with  several  bound  magazines  which 
readers  seem  to  appreciate. 

During  the  year,  13,717  men  and 
12,617  women  made  use  of  the  read¬ 
ing  room. 

From  October  1st  to  May  1st  the 
room  was  open  Sunday  afernoon 
from  2  till  6  o’clock,  and  during  the 
|  thirty-one  Sundays,  the  attendance 
I  was  2,685,  an  average  of  87  each  day. 


Experience  has  proved  to  us  that 
there  is  no  one  class  of  books  more 
helpful  in  general  reference  work 
than  files  of  first-class  magazines. 
With  the  Poole’s  Index  these  are  a!-  ; 
most  invaluable.  We  now  have  fif-  j 
teen  complete  files  and  three  files 
with  but  two  or  three  missing  vol¬ 
umes.  We  are  unremitting  in  our 
efforts  to  get  back  numbers  of  stand¬ 
ard  magazines.  Thanks  to  our  many 
friends  we  are  able  to  “report  prog¬ 
ress.”  Copies  of  all  local  papers  are 
supplied  for  binding  purposes  and  we 
have  a  complete  file  of  the  Daily 
News  and  bound  volumes  of  the  Re¬ 
publican  since  18  98.  An  almost  com¬ 
plete  file  of  Congressional  Globe  and 
Record  from  1833  to  date,  309  vol¬ 
umes. 

Eleven  thousand,  four  hundred 
and  eight  books  have  been  mended 
in  the  library  and  ten  hundred  and 
fifty-seven  have  been  rebound.  The 
large  numbers  mended  is  accounted 
for  by  two  facts,  first,  that  many  of 
the  books  in  fiction  are  very  old  and 
were  not  well  bound  originally  and, 
second,  that  books  sent  to  the  schools 
are  often  used  by  as  many  as  forty 

children  before  being  sent  back  to 
the  library.  Then  there  is  the  ordi¬ 
nary  wear  and  tear  of  books  used 
by  many  little  ones.  In  only  two 
cases  during  the  year  have  books 
been  returned  showing  signs  of  ill- 
usage. 

When  we  consider  the  good  that 
books  do  in  the  schools  the  item  of 
mending  is  very  slight. 

Registration. 

Four  years  ago  a  new  registration 
was  required.  This  now  shows  the 
number  of  cards  in  force  to  be  eigh¬ 
ty-five  hundred,  eighty-eight.  During 
the  year  eleven  hundred  and  sixty- 
four  names  were  added.  The  new 
plan  of  issuing  a  non-fiction  card  to 
each  patron  of  the  library  has  met 
with  great  favor  and  many  have 
availed  themselves  of  the  privilege 

The  system  of  open  shelves  seems 
to  give  universal  satisfaction  . 

The  boys’  and  girls’  room  is  the 
most  popular  department  of  the  li- 


brary,  if  we  may  judge  from  the 
bright  and  happy  faces  of  those  who 
frequent  it, the  number  of  books  tak¬ 
en  and  the  number  of  boys  and 
girls  who  have  used  it  during  the 
year.  Five  years  ago  there  were  few 
books  in  the  library  suited  to  chil¬ 
dren  under  twelve  years  of  age.  Then 
the  age  limit  was  removed  and  a  few 
books  for  younger  readers  were  ad¬ 
ded  month  by  month  until  this  past 
year,  when  through  the  generosity 
of  Colonel  Lambert,  two  hundred 
new  books  were  added,  nearly  all  for 
children  under  ten  years  old.  Of 
,  many  of  these,  there  are  several  cop¬ 
ies.  The  circulation  from  the  room 
was  fifty  thousand,  two  hundred  and 
fourteen,  and  twenty-one  thousand, 
fifty-five  boys  and  thirteen  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-nine  girls 
have  visited  the  room  during  the 
year,  an  average  of  one  hundred  and 
fourteen  per  day. 

When  we  know  that  many  of  the 
forty-two  hundred  and  seventy-four 
books  sent  to  the  grade  schools  have 
been  used  by  from  thirty  to  forty 
children  before  being  returned  to  the 
library,  we  can  form  an  idea  of  the 
usefulnes  of  the  department. 

There  were  two  changes  on  the 
force  during  the  year,  Miss  Marion 
F.  Pease  and  Miss  Amy  B.  Sandiford 
leaving  us  to  be  married.  Misses 
Emily  Howe  and  Miss  Maud  Zarley 
were  added  to  the  force. 

The  Assembly  room  and  the  Direc¬ 
tors’  room  have  been  used  a  total  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty-four  times. 
Except  in  the  case  of  the  Old  Set¬ 
tlers,  who  were  invited  to  come  to 
the  library,  the  use  of  the  room  has 
been  confined  to  the  discussion  of 
Literature,  Science  and  Art. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  call  your 
attention  to  th  efficiency  of  the  young 
ladies  associated  with  me.  Much  of 
our  success  is  due  to  their  loyalty  to 
the  library  and  its  work. 

STATISTICS. 

Number  of  volumes 
in  library  June  1, 

1905  .  23,900 

Accessions  During  the  Year. 


Purchased  . 

Donations  . 

.1,110 

Miscellaneous  .  .  . 

.  315 

Bound  Documents 

.  407 

Periodicals  . 

117 

Pamphlets  . 

1,184 

Periodicals  bound. 

.  175 

Total  accessions  2,469 

! 

- I 

26,369 


Losses  During  the  Year. 

Worn  out .  496 

Lost  and  paid  for.  .  14 

Lost  and  not  paid 

for  .  13 

Destroyed  on  account 
of  contagious  dis¬ 
eases  .  3 

Not  accounted  for..  53 

Volumes  combined  in 
rebinding  .  18 


Total  losses .  597 


Total  No.  of  volumes 
in  Library  June  1, 


The  income  derived  from  sale  of 
catalogs,  lost  books,  damage  to 
books,  etc.,  was  $291.67,  which  was 
expended  as  the  annexed  statement 


shows: 

Balance  June  1,  1905  . $164.40 

Fines  &  lost  cards.  $269.69 

Catalogs  .  4.35 

Damage  to 

books  .  1.83 

Books  lost  & 

paid  for .  6.64 

Non  -resident’s 

fees  .  7.50 

Paper  etc.  sold ...  .  1.66  291.67 


t 


1906  .  25,772 


General  works 

24 

180 

204 

1 

Philosophy  .  . 

222 

1 

223 

1 

Religion  .  .  .  . 

443 

37 

480 

Sociology  .  .  . 

724 

906 

1630 

2 

Language-  . . . 

48 

24 

72 

Science  . 

413 

145 

558 

Useful  Arts  . 

271 

313 

584 

2 

Fine  Arts  .  .  . 

348 

12 

360 

Literature  . .  . 

1606 

134 

1740 

Travel  . 

893 

96 

989 

Biography  .  . 

1189 

65 

1254 

History . 

1156 

308 

1464 

French  . 

23 

23 

German  . 

343 

343 

Fiction  . 

4711 

4711 

Fiction  . 

4711 

•4711 

11 

tion  . 

2461 

2461 

26 

Juvenile  Non- 

Fiction  .  .  . 

1046 

16 

1062 

10 

Periodicals  .  . 

2231 

Sheep  -  bound 

Reserve  .  . 

3146 

Pamphlets  .  . 

2237 

25,772  53 


Totals  .  $291.67  $456. 07* 

Disbursements. 

Freight,  cartage  &  express  $  11.39 


Supplies  .  38.18  ; 

Stationery  &  Postage .  3  2.50  ! 

Magazines  &  Books  . 26.88  j 

Sunday  papers  .  6.00 

Washing  towels  .  12.97  ' 

Janitor’s  supplies .  8.10 

Incidentals  . 30.40 


$166.42 

Bal.  in  bank  June  1,  1906..  289.65 


$456.07 

KATE  A.  HENDERSON, 

Librarian. 


Use  of  Library. 


Number  of  days  Library 

was  open .  305 

'  Volumes  issued  for  home  use  113,750 
,  Vols.  issued  for  reference.  .  .  17,223  i 
(Total  number  vols.  issued  .  .  130,973 

Largest  daily  issue .  1,016 

Smallest  daily  issue .  60 

Average  daily  issue  .  4  22 

New  cards  issued .  1,164 

l 

Total  num.  cards  in  use.  ...  3,566 

Number  of  men  using  read¬ 
ing  room  . ’ .  13,717 

Number  of  women  using  read¬ 
ing  room  .  12,617 

Total  number  using  reading 

room  .  26,33  4 

Number  of  boys  using  chil¬ 
dren’s  room  .  21,055 

Number  of  girls  using  chil¬ 
dren’s  room .  13,859 

Total  number  using  chil¬ 
dren’s  room  .  34,914 

Number  of  persons  using- 
reading  room  on  Sunday 
from  October  to  May .  2,685 


